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DMCJA Board of Governors Meeting 
Friday, December 8, 2017, 12:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
AOC SeaTac Office 
SeaTac, WA 

MEETING MINUTES 

Members Present: 
Chair, Judge Scott Ahlf 
Judge Linda Coburn 
Judge Melanie Dane 
Judge Karen Donohue  
Judge Douglas Fair (by phone) 
Judge Michelle Gehlsen 
Judge G. Scott Marinella 
Judge Samuel Meyer (by phone) 
Judge Kevin Ringus (non-voting) 
Judge Douglas Robinson 
Judge Damon Shadid (by phone) 
Judge Charles Short (by phone) 

Members Absent: 
Judge Michael Finkle 
Judge Judy Jasprica (non-voting) 
Judge Dan B. Johnson (non-voting) 
Judge Michael Lambo  
Commissioner Rick Leo  
Judge Mary Logan (non-voting) 
Judge Rebecca Robertson 

CALL TO ORDER 

Guests:  
Judge Blaine Gibson, SCJA (by phone) 
Ms. Cynthia Marr, DMCMA 
Judge Glenn Phillips 
Ms. Stacie Scarpaci, MPA 
Judge Kimberly Walden 
Loyd Willaford, Esq., WSAJ 

AOC Staff: 
Ms. Vicky Cullinane  
Ms. Sharon R. Harvey 
Mr. Dirk Marler 
Ms. Susan Peterson 

Judge Ahlf, District and Municipal Court Judges’ Association (DMCJA) President, called the DMCJA Board of 
Governors (Board) meeting to order at 12:33 p.m. and noted that a quorum was not present.  He asked 
attendees to introduce themselves.  Judge Ahlf noted a quorum was present at 1:05 p.m. 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

Judge Ahlf requested that the Board discuss the CLJ-CMS Project Update at the beginning of the meeting. 

A. CLJ-CMS Project Update
Judge Phillips and Judge Walden reported on the status of the Courts of Limited Jurisdiction Case 
Management System (CLJ-CMS) Project.  Judge Phillips reported that the Judicial Information Systems 
Committee (JISC) approved the CLJ-CMS Project Steering Committee (Steering Committee) and the CLJ-
CMS Contract Negotiating Team’s recommendation to immediately terminate further contract negotiations with 
the Apparent Successful Vendor, Journal Technologies, Inc. (JTI) because the parties were unable to reach an 
agreement on numerous contract terms that are critical to the overall success and risk mitigation for the 
Project.  The Contract Negotiating Team advised the Steering Committee of the contract terms at issue and 
the risks to the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) associated proposed contract.  The Steering 
Committee asked the Contract Negotiating Team to send a final contract proposal to JTI.  On November 20, 
2017, the JISC approved the Project Steering Committee’s recommendation to end the contract negotiation 
process because the Contract Negotiating Team only received minor concessions during the final 
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communication.  Thus, the Project team failed to reach a contract agreement with JTI.  On November 21, 
2017, the AOC notified JTI of its decision to terminate contract negotiations.   

Judge Walden reported that the Steering Committee will now pursue further discussions with the second 
ranked vendor, Tyler Technologies (Tyler).  On November 30, 2017, the Steering Committee met to discuss 
the next steps for the Project.  During this meeting, the Committee decided to pursue further discussions with 
Tyler to freely ask clarifying questions regarding their product’s functionality, how it would meet the CLJ-CMS 
business requirements, to identify any perceived gaps in functionality, and to clarify any concerns.  She 
informed preparations and scheduling are underway for an in-person meeting with Tyler in January 2018.  This 
will likely be a two or three day meeting.  Requests for proposal (RFP) evaluators (Tiers I and II) and Project 
Steering Committee Members are invited to participate in the meeting with Tyler.  She informed this is an 
important first step as the Project Steering Committee continues to review and discuss all available options, 
and decide how best to move forward.  She further informed that they understand the urgency and feel a need 
to keep moving forward to meet deadlines; at the same time, they want to end up with the best product.  She 
further stated that the Steering Committee will ask the tough questions and give Tyler the opportunity to 
address all concerns.   

Judge Walden expressed her appreciation for all the efforts of the AOC and the judges involved with the 
Project.  Judge Phillips added that the Project team wants to do its due diligence before looking at other 
options and this review will not delay the Project for more than a couple of months.  

Following this discussion, Judge Ahlf noted a quorum was present and addressed general DMCJA business. 

B. Minutes
The Board moved, seconded, and passed a vote (M/S/P) to approve the Board Meeting Minutes for 
November 3, 2017, with one clerical correction to page 2, D. Standing Committee Reports, 2. Public Outreach 
Committee.  The date of the annual legislative reception is January 18, 2018 and not January 18, 2017. 

C. Treasurer’s Report
M/S/P to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Board members reviewed the Treasurer’s Report located in the 
materials.  Judge Gehlsen reported the 2018 dues notices went out to the membership and dues checks have 
started to come in. 

D. Special Fund Report
M/S/P to approve the Special Fund Report.  Board members reviewed the November 30, 2017 bank statement 
located in the materials.  Judge Meyer reported that he took the transfer documents to Washington Federal 
Bank in order to be added to the Special Fund account. 

E. Standing Committee Reports
1. Legislative Committee

The Legislative Committee minutes for October 13, 2017 were provided for the Board’s review.  Judge Meyer, 
Legislative Committee Chair, reported that the DMCJA legislative agenda bills for the 2018 legislative session 
are drafted, and Ms. Melanie Stewart, DMCJA Lobbyist, is seeking bill sponsorship.  On November 13, 2017, 
Judge Meyer and Ms. Stewart met with Senator Jamie Pederson, Senate Law and Justice Committee Chair, 
and Representative Laurie Jinkins, House Judiciary Committee Chair, and the legislators expressed some 
concerns about the length of the DMCJA agenda.  In addition, Judge Meyer informed there is a DUI 
Workgroup meeting scheduled for December 14, 2017, and reported that momentum is increasing to address 
the recent Washington Supreme Court decision, Blomstrom v. Tripp, 402 P.3d 831 (2017) issue that 
invalidates the use of urinalysis as a pretrial condition for a DUI charge.  He further reported there is some talk 
of addressing the issue by court rule; however, it is likely the issue will be addressed by legislation. 
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F. Trial Court Advocacy Board (TCAB) Update

Judge Marinella reported that the TCAB met on December 8, 2018 at 9:30 a.m.  Tom Parker, SCJA Lobbyist, 
attended this meeting.  The group discussed meeting with partners regarding obtaining adequate court funding 
via the promises of Senate Bill (SB) 5454, Relating to court operations.  The original version of the bill provides 
that one half of salaries are paid by the state.  The group also discussed methods for obtaining funding for 
courthouse security, such as a raise of the property tax lid.  It was decided Judges Ahlf, Marinella, and Meyer 
will meet with Ms. Melanie Stewart to discuss and map out how to approach the Legislature regarding 
reinstating the original intent of SB 5454.   Regarding Court Security, Judge Marinella reported some good 
information has come from the SCJA survey—including security issues and what they need to have in their 
courthouses.  The DMCJA is in the process of obtaining the survey and circulating it among its members.  He 
noted that some limited jurisdiction courts share courtrooms with superior courts, thus, the report may benefit 
some DMCJA members.  It was also suggested it may be a good idea to look at previous DMCJA court 
security surveys.   

The next TCAB meeting is scheduled for January 12, 2018. 

G. Judicial Information Systems (JIS) Report

Ms. Cullinane reported on the Superior Court Case Management System (SC-CMS).  She informed they have 
successfully completed the Go Live Event #6, which includes Clallam, Island, Jefferson, Kitsap, San Juan, 
Skagit, and Whatcom counties.  She further informed the next Go Live Event #7 will be the largest 
implementation, and will take place in June 2018 in central and eastern Washington.  Then Go Live Event #8 
will take place in November 2018 and include Clark and Spokane Counties.  Event #8 will conclude the 
SC-CMS Project.   

Ms. Cullinane reported that the Courts of Limited Jurisdiction Case Management System (CLJ-CMS) Court 
User Work Group (CUWG) is working very hard, and the three day meeting with Tyler Technologies in January 
2018 will include vendor demonstrations.  Ms. Cullinane did not provide more information regarding the CLJ-
CMS Project because the topic was discussed previously during the meeting.  

Judge Gehlsen inquired whether there is pro tempore coverage funding for judges participating as CLJ-CMS 
Project evaluators.  Judge Meyer informed there is no funding allotted for vendor evaluators for 2017-2018. 
However, in 2016-2017 there was funding in the amount of $15,000 for that purpose, but all of the money was 
not used.  He further clarified that the $10,000 allotted in the DMCJA 2017-2018 Adopted Budget for Pro 
Tempore coverage is not for Project evaluators but for judges participating on DMCJA committees, who 
receive approval from the committee chair.  Thus, in order to provide pro tempore coverage funding for judges 
participating as CLJ-CMS Project evaluators, the Board must allocate the funds for 2017-2018.  This topic will 
be added to the next Board agenda for discussion. 

LIAISON REPORTS 

A. Board for Judicial Administration (BJA)
Judge Ringus report the BJA and Court Management Council held a joint meeting on 
November 17, 2017.  He further reported there will be no BJA meetings in December 2017 or January 2018.  
In addition, a strategy roundtable meeting is scheduled for December 18, 2017.  He further reported that the 
joint legislative reception is January 18, 2018 at the Washington Temple of Justice. 

B. District and Municipal Court Management Association (DMCMA)
Ms. Marr reported the DMCMA Board met on November 9, 2017.  She informed Ms. Carla Weaver, 
Department of Licensing (DOL), gave a DRIVES update.  The DOL is planning to go live on the three-day 
Labor Day weekend in September 2018.  Ms. Marr further reported that several surveys are being sent out—
including a user survey from DOL, an education survey, an interpreter survey, and a judicial needs survey—
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and requested that Board members take the time to answer the surveys.  In addition, she informed the 
DMCMA will provide copies of DMCMA Board meeting to the Board.  Ms. Harvey is working with DMCMA 
Secretary Sonia Ramirez to obtain DMCMA Minutes. 

C. Misdemeanant Probation Association (MPA)
Ms. Scarpaci reported the next MPA meeting is on February 12, 2018, in Ellensburg, Washington. 

D. Superior Court Judges’ Association (SCJA)
Judge Gibson reported the SCJA will soon send out their courthouse security survey results.  He informed they 
expect it will be a very powerful tool, and that SCJA President Judge Sean O’Donnell expects to send the 
report out on Monday, December 11, 2017.  Ms. Harvey reported she will send the SCJA report to the DMCJA 
membership when she received the final version of the SCJA Courthouse Security report.  

E. Washington State Association for Justice (WSAJ)
Mr. Willaford reported the WSAJ Judicial Relations Committee has a meeting next week.  He further reported 
that WSAJ Lobby Day is in January 2018.  He explained that the WSAJ provides its members with sheets on 
topics to go to their legislators with, and the WSAJ is willing to support anything related to the judiciary.  In 
addition, he informed he would be happy to pass along any requests for assistance to Mr. Larry Shannon, 
WSAJ’s long-time Legislative Director.  

Judge Marinella requested the status of courts of limited jurisdiction regarding civil issues that occurred with 
setting up calendars on civil matters.  Mr. Willaford said he has asked for feedback and has not heard any 
more complaints, but he will continue to request feedback regarding the issue. 

ACTION 

1. Funding Request for Workgroup on Judicial Independence
M/S/P to approve the Workgroup on Judicial Independence’s (Workgroup’s) request for eighteen hundred 
dollars ($1800) for in-person meetings.  The Board will transfer one thousand dollars ($1,000) from the DMCJA 
Judicial Independence Fire Brigade line item and add eight hundred ($800) to provide this funding.    

DISCUSSION 

A. Funding Request for Workgroup on Judicial Independence

Judge Ahlf reported the Workgroup on Judicial Independence (Workgroup) has met two times by phone, and, 
explained the goals of the Workgroup.  He further reported there is good momentum on the Workgroup; 
however, Workgroup members agree it is very difficult to get anything done on the phone and think they can 
accomplish more if the meetings are in person.  Therefore, the Workgroup is requesting that $1,800 be 
allocated for in-person Workgroup meetings.  Judge Ahlf provided a breakdown of the estimated costs for one 
in-person Workgroup meeting, which is approximately $418.50.  Further, he informed that there is $1,000 
already allocated for 2017-2018 under the Judicial Independence Fire Brigade line item, which will not be used 
this year and, therefore, could be used for the Workgroup.  Thus, the Board would only need to allocate an 
additional $800 for the Workgroup in-person meetings.  M/S/P to move this topic to an action item. 

B. Funding Request for BJA Public Trust and Confidence TVW Public Service Announcement

The Board discussed a funding request from the BJA Public Trust and Confidence Committee (Committee) to 
fund a BJA Public Trust and Confidence TVW Public Service Announcement.  Board members requested more 
information, including the content of the service announcement.  Judge Ringus informed the Committee would 
like each association to contribute $500.  Ms. Marr, DMCMA President, informed the DMCMA would also need 
more information and that the DMCMA may ask the DMCJA to assist them with the DMCMA’s donation 
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because of the DMCMA’s limited budget.  The Board will invite the BJA Public Trust and Confidence 
Committee to present on this topic at a future Board meeting.   

C. Survey Request for Judges Demographic from Brenden Higashi, Washington State University Ph.D.
Candidate

The Board discussed a request it received from Washington State University Ph.D. Candidate Brenden Higashi 
to distribute a Judges Demographic Survey to the DMCJA membership.  Board members had a few questions 
and concerns about the request, including what is the timeframe of the survey, how the survey will be kept 
confidential, and whether judges can respond to the survey without providing their contact information.  Ms. 
Harvey will follow up with Mr. Higashi regarding these questions and report back to the Board. 

INFORMATION 

Judge Ahlf brought the following informational items to the Board’s attention: 

A. DMCJA Board members are encouraged to submit Board agenda topics for monthly meetings.

B. Board members are encouraged to apply for DMCJA representative positions.  Available positions
include:

1. Presiding Judge & Administrator Education Committee (Co-Chair)
2. Washington State Access to Justice Board (Liaison Position)

C. Magistrate Faye Chess, Seattle Municipal Court, is the new DMCJA Representative on the Minority and
Justice Commission.

D. The Municipal Court Judges Swearing-In Ceremony is December 11, 2017, from 9:30 a.m. to
12:00 p.m., in the Supreme Court Courtroom at the Temple of Justice in Olympia, Washington.

E. City of Spokane Municipal Community Court is hosting the 4th Anniversary Therapeutic Courts Summit
Program on December 13, 2017, from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  The theme is “Therapeutic Courts:
When Access to Care Meets Access to Justice.”  Continuing Legal Education (CLE) and Continuing
Judicial Education (CJE) credits are available.

F. National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges Report reveals Thurston County District Court
shows no bias toward minorities and fairly represents all demographics of the county.  The study is
located at co.thurston.wa.us/distcrt/docs/TCDC_Report.pdf.

OTHER BUSINESS 

The next DMCJA Board Meeting is scheduled for January 12, 2018, from 12:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., at the AOC 
Office in SeaTac, WA. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:04 p.m. 
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DMCJA Therapeutic Courts Committee 
September 27, 2017 
Conference Call 

Conference Call Minutes 

Participating 
Judge Fred Gillings   Judge Claire Sussman 
Commissioner Jenifer Howson Judge Vance Peterson 
Judge Susan Adams Judge Michael Finkle 
Judge Laura Van Slyck  Judge Claire Bradley 

Judge Van Slyck called the meeting to order at 12:18PM and extended appreciation for all 
taking their lunch hour for the call.  June 5, 2017, meeting minutes were approved 
unanimously. 

The NAMI Conference was held in Lacey September 15, 2017.  A brief report was given.  
Attention must be paid to advocacy groups, whose agendas can overpower other 
stakeholders’ needs.  Nuts and bolts training is needed for education, with advocacy built in.  

Judge Van Slyck reviewed the Therapeutic Courts Committee’s survey results.   Forty-three 
responses were received.  Judge Van Slyck’s summary of the results is attached.  One take-
away was that courts need starter kits with “nuts and bolts” of running a therapeutic court.  
They don’t need a “pros/cons” lesson about starting a court.  A repository of resources should 
be placed on Inside Courts.  A one-page “how-to” sheet, with resources, would be helpful to 
distribute. 

Next steps include creating ad hoc committees to further the growth of DMCJA Therapeutic 
Courts: 

1. Curriculum/Starter Packet Committee – Commissioner Howson expressed interest.
2. Networking assistance and “at a glance” resource on Inside Courts.  Judge Sussman

expressed interest.
3. Webinars and other learning at one’s own pace.  Commissioner Howson expressed

interest.
4. Work with the Education Committee to get a session on therapeutic courts on the

Spring Conference Agenda.  Optimally, the session would be choice, and would see 20-
30 attendees, and be 90 minutes long.  A moderator would be selected.  Resources
would be presented, an open dialog would take place – similar to a colloquium.

Judge Van Slyck will work up a more detailed memorandum for distribution. 

Conference calls should be scheduled regularly.  The next one is December 13th over lunch. 

The call was adjourned at 12:57PM. 
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DISTRICT AND MUNICIPAL COURT MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION 
September 14, 2017

Kilroy Building - SeaTac, Washington
Board Meeting Minutes

Officers Present:
1. Cynthia Marr, President
2. Margaret Yeter, President Elect

3. Paulette Revoir, Past President
4. Judy Ly, Treasurer

5. Sonia Ramirez, Secretary

Members & Attendees Present:
6. Krissy Anderson - phone
7. Ellen Attebery
8. Linda Baker
9. LeAnne Benek
10. Jamie Bradley – phone
11. Lynne Campeau
12. Melanie Conn
13. Vicky Cullinane – AOC
14. Howard Delaney - phone
15. Suzi Elsner
16. Tifini Fairbanks - phone
17. Kelly Fields
18. Bretta Greely – phone
19. Melody Guenther- phone

20. Linda Hagert
21. Dee Hay
22. Sally Jacobsen
23. LaTricia Kinlow
24. Patti Kohler
25. Carol Landwehr – phone
26. Annalisa Mai
27. Michael Malone
28. Judge Sam Meyer-phone
29. Deannie Nelson
30. Maryam Olson
31. Rhiannon O’Neill
32. Michelle Petrich
33. Kathy Seymour - phone

34. Katie Traenkenschuh
35. Jeffrey Tsunekawa
36. Kimberly Urbina
37. Aimee Vance- Hon. Mbr.
38. Courtney White
39. Dawn Williams
40. Bonnie Woodrow- phone
41. Mickey Zitkovich

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 10:10 AM by President Cynthia Marr followed by welcome and
introductions of members present and members appearing by phone.

Adoption of Agenda:  Cynthia Marr moved to adopt agenda. No objections.  Cynthia deemed agenda adopted.

Special Presentation:  Judge Judy Rae Jasprica, Chair of CEC, presented on what the role of CEC should be.
Brochure and flyer was distributed regarding the CEC purpose, Scope and Improvement Project purpose.  Judge
Jasprica asks that we review the information and if there are any comments, ideas or questions, CEC would like to
hear from us.  The CEC is also trying to do educational opportunities and how to leverage education. Judge Jasprica
applauds the DMCMA organization for the work we do.  The CEC priority projects right now are improving and having
a better web presence on how to better utilize webinars and online trainings. The BJA policy and planning committee
are looking for strategic projects to establish and maintain sufficient resources dedicated to court education, address
educational needs resulting from current and expected turnover in the courts and build partnerships with court,
government and private sector education providers. The Court Education Funding Task Force is having a meeting in
one month to come up with funding for training.

Margaret Yetter adds that Trish Kinlow and Dawn Williams attended the regional training and they like the idea and
recommend we have more members attend. Discussion followed.

Approval of Minutes:   Cynthia Marr moved to approve the minutes of July 20, 2017 with minor changes: page 1
add Stacy Colberg and Cathy Palermo to attendees list, page 2 minor spelling changes and page 3 changes to
interpreter commission report.  Motion to approve minutes with changes made by Margaret Yetter and seconded by
Lynne Campeau.  No objections.  Cynthia Marr deemed minutes approved.

Treasurer Report:   Judy Ly reports receipt from AOC for reimbursement of conference $12,990.56; NACM
Conference expenditures $2,920.91; Travel for various meetings $1,194.56; and Tuition assistance scholarship
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$500.00.  The checking register balance as of August 31st, 2017 is $57,688.08.  No changes made from previous
budget year. Margaret Yetter makes motion to approve the 2017-2018 proposed budget with caveat that it’s same as
last year and a copy will be sent out to members. Motion seconded by Dawn Williams.  2017-2018 budget adopted.

Kelly Fields makes motion to approve treasurer’s report, seconded by Linda Hagert. No objections.  Cynthia Marr
deemed treasurer’s report approved.

Judy Ly also states she has financial audits and will be preparing report.

Liaison Reports:

DMCJA:  Judge Sam Meyer reports that there is some potential with legislation right now.  DMCJA is going to run
the small claims process bill again.

AOC JSD:  Michelle Pardee not present.

AOC ISD/JISC Business Liaison:  Vicky Cullinane reports that the CLJ Case Management System project is on
track and contract should be completed by October/November 2017. Court visits were completed in the summer and
fall.  Once the contract is completed, a probation focus group and accounting will be setting up to start a court user
workbook on configuration and implementation.

Vicky adds that DOL is working on a huge project to replace their Legacy Systems in September, 2018.  A lot of will
be changes behind the scenes that courts won’t see.

HB 6360: Statewide Re-Licensing Program:  Howard Delaney appeared telephonically and reports that the re-
licensing program has been working on project for almost 1 year with a final meeting of 9/15/17.  They are looking of
different ways to do this program. One idea was put forward by collection agency where there is a universal program
in which one agency gets paid first, then the next and so on.  This would be with AOC being the lead agency and the
one that mostly all stakeholders would prefer to pursue.  With this program it was decided that all collection fees and
interest are suspended and the defendant would be paying only on base debt.  Defendants would be a maximum of
2-3 times allowed in program but an administrative fee would have to be paid every time on top of a setup fee and
monthly fee for vendor to be able to provide this service.  Discussion followed.

MCA:  Nate Conrad submitted written report and given by Cynthia Marr.  MCA name is currently being changed to
MPA (Misdemeanor Probation Association).  At this point the only thing keeping the official name change at a hold is
submitting the appropriate forms to the IRS/Secretary of State.  The next MCA (MPA by then) conference will be in
Ocean Shores, WA at the Shilo Inn 4/29/18 – 5/2/18.

Technology is currently seeking a COUG user work group to be a subject matter expert to work all over the state for
feedback.  The next MCA meeting is in October, 2017.  MCA liaison, Paulette Revoir, will be attending.

Nate’s report is attached.

NACM:  Jeffrey Tsunekawa reports that it has been a bit quite since July 2017.  Few things to report:  RFP for new
website closes 9/15/17.  Anyone interested in webinar in Court Administration can register online.  They are also
looking at publishing a new DV guide.   Next midyear conference in Orange, CO will be in February 2018.

DOL:  Patti Koehler present. Nothing to report.

Standing Committee Reports
Conference/Education:
Dawn Williams reports that good ideas were obtained from the Education committee to share later. Staff Conference
will be held in October 2018 at the Great Wolfe Lodge.
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Technology:  Lynne Campeau present. Nothing to report at this time. 

Membership:  Maryam Olson reports there are 180 members registered. 

Legislative:  Maryam Olson reports she attended the Legislative Committee meeting on September 8th and there are 
several things going on.  See attached summary.  Next meeting is on October 13th at AOC office.  

Manual for Courts of Limited Juris:  Terri Cooper not present. No report. 

Long Range Planning: Margaret Yetter reports that there will be planning for January/February to meet and review 
the policy and procedure manual.   

Data Dissemination:  Aimee Vance states that as of November, AOC will be in the process of allowing use of JIS 
links to public defenders and prosecutors except for DCH information.  

State Committee Reports 

Court Management Council:  Cynthia Marr reports that the CMC will be meeting by telephone to discuss what is 
giving legal information vs. legal advice.  No other report. 

CEC:   Judge Judy Rae Jasprica states there is nothing additional to report. 

JISC:  Lynne Campeau reports she appeared at a meeting by telephone on mostly items that don’t apply to our 
courts such as ITG endorsing for appellate courts and supplement budget decisions.  

TCAB:   Judy Ly reports there is a trial court improvement. Nothing else to report. 

Gender and Justice Commission:  Trish Kinlow states their meeting is scheduled for week of September 18th. 

Interpreter Commission:  Trish Kinlow states that for any issues or complaints filed against an interpreter, the 
committee will contact the court to get our side of what transpired. She adds that there will never be an increase to 
interpreter reimbursements.  

Pattern Forms:  Kathy Seymour not present. No report.  

New Business:  DMCMA Nominations/Appointments  
 WSCCR Appointment, Michael Malone of Pierce District
 Supreme CT Workgroup 1163, Jennifer Creighton, Thurston District
 CLJ-CMS CUWG, Paulette Revoir, Lynnwood Municipal

Cynthia Marr proposes to purchase the Survey Share Subscription to assist with conference registrations, evaluations 
and salary surveys amongst other items. Motion to fund the Survey Share Subscription for 1 year made by Linda 
Baker, seconded by Margaret Yetter. Motion passed.  

Unfinished Business:  none to report. 

Meeting adjourned 11:43 AM. 

Respectfully submitted, Sonia Ramirez, Secretary 
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B. Request for Proposals (RFP) Evaluators

M/S/P to authorize up to fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) partial pro tempore coverage for all volunteers upon 
application.  This issue relates to a discussion item regarding the need for RFP evaluators for the courts of 
limited jurisdiction case management system (CLJ-CMS) Project. 

LIAISON REPORTS 

A. Board for Judicial Administration (BJA)
Judge Jasprica and Judge Ringus reported that the August meeting was an orientation for new BJA members. 
During the August meeting, the BJA resolution regarding courthouse security was reenacted.  The next 
meeting is September 16, 2016.  Ms. Dietz, State Court Administrator, reported that the BJA Legislative 
Committee will meet on September 20, 2016.  She added that Judge Ringus is the BJA Legislative Committee 
Chair.  Ms. Dietz further reported that the Judicial and Legislative Relations Associate Director position had 
been offered to an out-of-state candidate, who decided not to move to Washington State, and, therefore, 
rejected the offer.  Judge Ringus then mentioned that he will join the interview panel on September 21, 2016. 
Judge Jasprica noted a strong DMCJA presence on the BJA because three out of four BJA standing 
committees are chaired by DMCJA members. 

B. Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC)
Mr. Marler, Judicial Services Director, reported that the AOC is focused on court case management system 
projects.  Judge Marinella inquired about the mediation between the SCJA and DMCJA regarding the Office of 
the Superior Court.  Ms. Dietz, State Court Administrator, informed that the SCJA and AOC signed a non-
disclosure agreement prohibiting both sides from discussing details of the mediation.   

C. Washington State Association for Justice (WSAJ)
Mr. Willaford reported that the WSAJ is hosting a session regarding how to become a judge on November 29, 
2016.  The event will be held in downtown Seattle.  The session is free and lunch will be provided. 

DISCUSSION 

A. ACLU Proposed Amendments to General Rule 35, Jury Selection

This issue relates to an American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) proposed rule regarding peremptory challenges 
during jury selection.  The Board discussed the proposed rule at its Board Retreat in May.  At the June 
meeting, the Board determined not to support the rule in its current form but to invite Mr. Salvador Mungia, 
ACLU rule proponent, to the September Board meeting to further discuss the proposed rule. 

During the September Board meeting, Mr. Mungia stated that the rule was proposed as a fundamental solution 
to the failings of the three-part test in Batson v. Kentucky, 476 U.S. 79 (1986).  This test is also known as the 
“Batson challenge.” A Batson challenge requires a party to make a prima facia case of purposeful 
discrimination based on the totality of the facts.  The burden then shifts to the opposing party to present a 
neutral explanation for releasing a prospective juror.  The trial court then has the duty to determine if the 
challenging party has established purposeful discrimination, such as a race-related reason for jury exclusion. 
Mr. Mungia stated that the proposed rule is expected to provide a new, functional method to prevent racial bias 
in jury selection.  He further discussed State v. Saintcalle, 178 Wn.2d 34, 309 P.3d 326 (2013), to support the 
argument that Batson does not work.  Mr. Mungia noted that in Saintcalle, the Supreme Court acknowledged 
that racial discrimination remains rampant in jury selection. 

The Board and Mr. Mungia engaged in a robust discussion regarding solutions to the peremptory challenge 
issue.  Judges offered suggested amendments to Comment 3 and Comment 4 of the proposed rule.  Mr. 
Mungia informed that the ACLU of Washington Committee has worked on drafting the rule for 
approximately two years and will submit it to the Washington Supreme Court in its current form.  
Stakeholders, such as the
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Information Technology (IT) projects are the AOC’s main focus now, and the CLJ projects are exciting.  She 
said the Superior Court Case Management System (SC-CMS) project is also interesting.  The next SC-CMS 
Go Live starts in May 2017, and they will be rolling those out until the end of 2018.  She informed that there are 
some concerns regarding the expedited data exchange.  She said they need to find good people with the right 
experience, but are working through those issues and are optimistic. 

Ms. Dietz said that she is pleased to work with the AOC staff supporting the DMCJA and SCJA, Ms. Sharon 
Harvey, Susan Peterson, Janet Skreen, Sondra Hahn, and Cindy Bricker.  She feels this way the AOC and 
Associations can have a faster exchange of sharing information, and said the extra hands of Ms. Hahn and Ms. 
Peterson have been helpful, and should be especially helpful as Ms. Harvey moves into the DMCJA policy 
analyst role. 

E. Board for Judicial Administration (BJA)
There was no BJA meeting in January. The February BJA meeting will be the first meeting with Chief Justice 
Mary Fairhurst.  Additionally, the BJA Legislative Committee Reception is scheduled for March 14, 2017, from 
5:20 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., at the Temple of Justice.  DMCJA Board members are encouraged to attend. 

ACTION 

1. CLJ-CMS Request for Proposal (RFP) Evaluators – Pro Tem Reimbursement Process
M/S/P to set aside $15,000 more for CLJ-CMS Pro Tem reimbursement.  The additional funds will come from 
the Board’s savings account and will only be used for the CLJ-CMS Project’s evaluation process. 

2. DMCJA Policy Analyst Position Process Proposal
M/S/P to adopt the proposed process regarding the new Policy Analyst position, which would require proposals 
to be submitted to Ms. Harvey, Policy Analyst, who would then forward proposals to the DMCJA Executive 
Committee for review and assignment prioritization. 

DISCUSSION 

A. CLJ-CMS Request for Proposal (RFP) Evaluators – Pro Tem Reimbursement Process
Judge Marinella informed that RFP Evaluators and CLJ-CMS Project Steering Committee members will spend 
two weeks visiting sites to evaluate vendors for the new case management system.  The Board previously 
voted to allot $15,000 for Pro Tem reimbursement for DMCJA RFP evaluators.  He then asked the Board (1) 
how to divide the funds allocated to participating DMCJA members, and (2) whether CLJ-CMS Project Steering 
Committee members should qualify for Pro Tem reimbursement.   

It was noted that according to contract, all CLJ-CMS Steering Committee members must attend vendor 
demonstrations alongside Association RFP Evaluators.  The Board discussed the purpose for CLJ-CMS 
Project Steering Committee attendance when there are DMCJA RFP evaluators.  Ms. Dietz, who serves on the 
Project Steering Committee, stated that experience with the superior court case management system (SC-
CMS) project has shown them that it was beneficial when Steering Committee members can see how the 
product works and where there would be additional needs.  Also, the demonstrations help to determine who 
the successful vendor will be, and, if Project Steering Committee members are confused or do not understand 
a feature, it gives them the opportunity to speak directly with the vendor regarding the product feature.  Ms. 
Dietz noted, that although the Judicial Information Systems Committee will make the ultimate decision 
regarding the new CLJ-CMS, the JISC is relying on the judges and court administrators, who will actually use 
the product.   
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From: Higashi, Brenden Scott
To: Harvey, Sharon
Subject: Re: FOLLOW-UP - RE: Survey of Washington Judges
Date: Tuesday, January 2, 2018 10:35:00 AM

Sharon,

I forgot to mention that judges would be free to decline to answer any question(s) in the survey,
including the section that asks for identifying and contact information.

Best,

Brenden Higashi
Ph.D. Candidate, Political Science 
School of Politics, Philosophy, & Public Affairs
Washington State University
Johnson Tower 622
Pullman, WA 99164-4880
brenden.higashi@wsu.edu

From: Higashi, Brenden Scott
Sent: Tuesday, January 2, 2018 10:17:32 AM
To: Harvey, Sharon
Subject: Re: FOLLOW-UP - RE: Survey of Washington Judges

Sharon,

I apologize for the delay in getting back to you. I received your voicemail this morning and wanted to
follow up. With the winter break, it has been hard to get in touch with people in the University's
Public Records Office regarding your second question, but I managed to get a tentative answer (they
said they could not say for sure how it would be handled, but that it would likely be handled in the
way described below).

To answer your questions, my initial goal was to have the survey completed by the end of
Demember, but at the moment, I am still interested in collecting the data for future use. If I can get
enough responses by the end of January to middle of February, I may still be able to make use of it in
my dissertation (if not the dissertation, I will use it in subsequent projects or a book version of the
project). 

Second, I was told that, since the project is a student work project, the raw data from the survey
would likely be shielded from a Public Records Request. The final, written dissertation would not be,
however, given it will be published for inclusion in a dissertation database. None of the individual
level data nor the raw data would be published or included in the dissertation in a way that would
identify the judges who participate. In order to allay any concerns the Board and participating judges
might have, I am working to break the survey into two parts (in effect two surveys) in which the
personal/contact information will separate from the initial survey responses. This means that after
judges complete the first sections of the initial survey, they will be automatically redirected into a
second survey which will collect the contact information. I will likely have to duplicate some of the
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demographic questions in the second survey so that I have information on the judges who are willing
to participate in the second phase of the project. 

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns, and if the answers help address the
concerns of the board. 

Best,

Brenden Higashi
Ph.D. Candidate, Political Science 
School of Politics, Philosophy, & Public Affairs
Washington State University
Johnson Tower 622
Pullman, WA 99164-4880
brenden.higashi@wsu.edu

From: Harvey, Sharon <Sharon.Harvey@courts.wa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, December 14, 2017 4:03:07 PM
To: Higashi, Brenden Scott
Cc: Scott Ahlf; Harvey, Sharon
Subject: FOLLOW-UP - RE: Survey of Washington Judges

Hi Brenden,

Thank you for providing information regarding the Survey of Washington Judges.  On December 8,
2017, the District and Municipal Court Judges’ Association (DMCJA) Board of Governors (Board) met
to discuss this survey.  The Board reviewed the survey and had the following questions:

1. What is the timeframe for receiving the survey results? For instance, is there a deadline to
send out the survey and/or receive the results?

2. Is this survey confidential? For instance, is there an exception to the public records act or
other law that may require the disclosure of the information? For your reference, below is
the survey statement that concerns the Board:

This section of the questionnaire collects personal identifying information from
you, for the purposes of inviting you to participate in future research. Providing
your name and contact information below does not obligate you to participate
in future research.

Name:
Email address:
Contact phone:
Mailing address:

Here, the Board wants assurance that judges’ information will be confidential.  Can
you provide this guarantee? If so, what is the authority that information will be
protected.

3. May judges complete the survey without providing any personal identifying
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information?

The Board will meet again on January 12, 2018.  Brenden, thank you for providing answers to
these questions at your convenience.  Please feel free to contact me at 360-705-5282 or
sharon.harvey@courts.wa.gov with any questions or concerns.  Thank you and have a good
day.

Sincerely,

Sharon R. Harvey
Court Association Coordinator
P.O. BOX  41170
Olympia, WA  98504-1170
360-705-5282
sharon.harvey@courts.wa.gov

From: Higashi, Brenden Scott [mailto:brenden.higashi@wsu.edu] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2017 11:42 AM
To: Harvey, Sharon <Sharon.Harvey@courts.wa.gov>
Subject: Re: Survey of Washington Judges

Sharon,

Thank you for agreeing to consider my request to survey District and Municipal Judges in the
State of Washington. Attached is a copy of the list of questions asked in the survey, and below
you will find more information about myself and my project. I attached a word document
listing the questions in the survey rather than provide a link to the survey itself, as doing so
would show up as a response to the survey in my records. As I had mentioned, this survey is
one step in my data collection for my dissertation project.

My name is Brenden Higashi and I am a Ph.D. Candidate at Washington State University,
working under the direction of Cornell Clayton. My dissertation project aims to explore how
judges view their jobs as judges and their role in the American legal system. As part of my
dissertation, I am in the process of distributing a survey to judges at the state and federal
levels. The survey focuses on their professional career histories and demographics so that I
can build a portrait of the judiciary in the American Northwest. My goal is to use information
collected in the survey to invite judges to participate in interviews but in order to do that, I
need to have a more complete picture of the population of judges’ demographics and
professional backgrounds to begin with. 

The project, including both the survey and interviews, has been designated exempt from IRB
(Institutional Review Board) oversight at Washington State University on the grounds that the
questions are considered innocuous  and participation would be at the discretion of the judges
themselves. The identities of any judge who is willing to participate will be kept confidential,
and only my and advisor and myself will have access to the information collected. Under no
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circumstances will responses be shared in such a way that would identify individual judges.
Judges will never be asked questions about their views on particular cases, and judges who
participate are free to skip any question in the survey. The questionnaire is based on other
surveys sent to state supreme court judges and other state judges by academic researchers. 

I estimate the survey would take judges approximately 15-20 minutes to complete. If you or
the Association’s president have any questions, I would be more than happy to answer them,
either via email or over the phone (509.995.8297). If you would be willing to forward the
survey to District and Municipal Court Judges, I can send you another email with a short
statement about the project and a link to the survey that can be forwarded to the judges. 

Best,

Brenden Higashi
Ph.D Candidate
School of Politics, Philosophy and Public Affairs
Washington State University
Johnson Tower 622
Pullman, WA 99164
brenden.higashi@wsu.edu

From: "Harvey, Sharon" <Sharon.Harvey@courts.wa.gov>
Date: Tuesday, October 31, 2017 at 11:29 AM
To: "Higashi, Brenden Scott" <brenden.higashi@wsu.edu>
Cc: "Harvey, Sharon" <Sharon.Harvey@courts.wa.gov>, "Delostrinos, Cynthia"
<Cynthia.Delostrinos@courts.wa.gov>, "McCurley, Carl" <Carl.McCurley@courts.wa.gov>, "Skreen,
Janet" <Janet.Skreen@courts.wa.gov>
Subject: RE: Survey of Washington Judges

Hi Mr. Higashi,

Thank you for your message.  This survey sounds interesting.  I would like to share this information
with the District and Municipal Court Judges’ Association (DMCJA) President.  If possible, I would like
a short statement about the project and a link to the survey to show the DMCJA President and the
DMCJA Board of Governors.  Upon their approval, the survey may be sent to the DMCJA
membership.  Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.  Thank you Mr. Higashi. 
Have a nice day.

Sincerely,

Sharon R. Harvey
Court Association Coordinator
P.O. BOX  41170
Olympia, WA  98504-1170
360-705-5282
sharon.harvey@courts.wa.gov
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From: Higashi, Brenden Scott [mailto:brenden.higashi@wsu.edu] 
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2017 12:05 PM
To: Harvey, Sharon <Sharon.Harvey@courts.wa.gov>
Subject: Survey of Washington Judges

Ms. Harvey,

My name is Brenden Higashi and I am a Ph.D. Candidate at Washington State University,
working under the direction of Cornell Clayton. As part of my dissertation, I am in the process
of distributing a survey to judges at the state and federal levels which focuses on their
professional career histories and demographics so that I can build a portrait of the judiciary in
the American Northwest. My goal is to use information collected in the survey to invite judges
to participate in interviews but in order to do that, I need to have a more complete picture of
the population of judges.

I reached out to Carl McCurley, and he suggested that I reach out to you about having the
survey emailed out to all District and Municipal Court judges in the State of Washington. The
project, including both the survey and interviews, has been designated exempt from IRB
review at Washington State University, and participation would be at the discretion of the
judge. The identities of any judge who is willing to participate will be kept confidential. I
estimate the survey would take judges approximately 15-20 minutes to complete. If you have
any questions, I would be more than happy to address them, either via email or over the
phone (509.995.8297). If you would be willing to forward the survey to Washington’s District
and Municipal Court judges, I can send you another email with a short statement about the
project and a link to the survey that can be forwarded to the judges. 

Thanks,

Brenden Higashi
Ph.D Candidate, Political Science
School of Politics, Philosophy and Public Affairs
Washington State University
Johnson Tower 622
Pullman, WA 99164
brenden.higashi@wsu.edu
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